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ABSTRACT 
This article explores how the reterritorialisation of certain plants can generate unique 
spatial dynamics that impact people's lives and the environment, despite not being the 
intended outcome. It explores the power of plants and their generative and transforma-
tive potential. Paying attention to them allows for a non-anthropocentric interpretation 
of plant life, or at least challenges the centrality of humans and, at the same time, pro-
vokes alternative connections and interactions. The case study focuses on huacatay, a plant 
with various medicinal properties associated with Andean cultures in South America, 
which was investigated in a hospital in the Chilean city of Limache. Using sensory 
ethnography, theoretical discussion and interviews with those responsible for its reter-
ritorialisation, we sought to establish a relationship with the plant and verify its influence 
on the territory. Designing for other worlds requires consideration of the re/territorialis-
ing power of plants, including the 'insignificant' species found in the grounds of a small 
regional hospital in Chile.
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INTRODUCTION1

During the pandemic, the Santo Tomás Hospital 
in Limache, located in central Chile, became over-

whelmed. Like most hospitals and healthcare centres, 
it was unable to cover the demands of the time. 

Overcrowded rooms and a shortage of supplies added to 
the exhaustion of healthcare workers. No one could han-
dle the needs of a pandemic like the one we all suffered 

through during 2020–2022, and which, for many, is still 
having consequences.

1	  An earlier version of this article was originally written in Spanish: ‘Plantas, dis-
eñando territorios. El caso del huacatay en el huerto comunitario del hospital de 
Limache’. Cuadernos Del Centro De Estudios De Diseño Y Comunicación 270 (2025): 
219–35; however, for this publication, it has been expanded, revised and improved, 
thanks to the feedback from the reviewers, whom I would like to thank very much 
for their work and suggestions.
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The hospital set up a modular section in the back to expand care ca-
pacity. Next to these modules, which are now either unoccupied or used 
sporadically, lies the ‘Wali Yapu’ community garden and Andean health 
facility. It offers access to medicinal plants and care from health workers, 
including listening, advice and treatment with plants. Workshops and 
training sessions on seeds and ancestral knowledge are also held there.

The configuration of the territory was affected, as expected, by the 
COVID-19 pandemic emergency. However, it was also shaped by a 
network of actants (Latour 2005) that make the territory what it is and 
drive its activity. Among these actants is the garden, and within the 
garden, a plant that played a prominent role during the pandemic. The 
thesis of this article is precisely that this small plant, huacatay, enabled 
a reconfiguration of hospital space and certain relationships within the 
territory, not only because of its use, but also because of its very nature 
as a plant. In other words, the biocultural history of huacatay led to a 
change in the territorial design. It was the life of huacatay, reterritorial-
ised in the garden and embedded within a network of relationships that 
emerged from there, that influenced human and non-human lives and 
altered the spatial and temporal reality of that territory.

The above should be understood in relation to the concept of ‘plant 
density’, which I developed from previous research (Achondo 2025a, 
2023). This notion highlights that plants have different spatiotemporal 
densities due to certain characteristics. Four main intertwining catego-
ries have been identified. These are: (1) memory, which is an emotional 
link with humans; (2) the magnitude and expressiveness of each plant; 
(3) how difficult it is to know about it, either in terms of its geographi-
cal location or because it is a very rare specimen; and (4) longevity. 
Longer-lived plants establish particular relationships with humans that 
are associated with conservation and protection. The occurrence of these 
four characteristics differs in each plant and territory, meaning that some 
plants have greater ‘vegetation density’ than others. This density is under-
stood in the context of a specific territory due to the fact that plants are 
rooted, which causes modifications to space and time in terms of trans-
forming territorial, cultural, social, ecological and political dynamics.

A specific tree protected in a forest reserve or conservation park (the 
tree known as Lañilawal, a Fitzroya cupressoides) is a good example of 
this (Achondo 2025a). The dynamics around this tree are established at 
different levels, enabling us to verify its enormous ‘vegetation density’: it 
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attracts hundreds of visitors, generates social and political protocols for 
its protection and care, and attracts artists, photographers and research-
ers. The territory is affected by the attraction caused by the tree’s density. 
This notion will be used later to think about huacatay and understand 
its territorial dynamics. It should be noted, however, that the ‘density’ 
decreases the further one moves away from the centre where the plant 
is located. The bond that a person has with a particular plant is not as 
important as the force of attraction that the plant species exerts on the 
territory. Therefore, territory is not only geographical space (Aliste and 
Núñez 2020, Mansilla et al. 2019), but also a space in which a multi-
tude of interactions and influences occur, where the sensible summons, 
inaugurates and shapes (Coccia 2011). Territory is the space where life 
reproduces and flourishes (Haraway 2008, Cuomo 1998), but it is also 
a space of resistance, vindication and struggle for justice. Territory is a 
space to be created and designed through collaboration, cooperation, 
cohabitation, exchange and ethical-political alliances between humans 
and non-humans (Haraway 2016, Escobar 2014, 2017). Territory is 
forged through embodiment (Ulloa 2021) between humans, affections, 
resistances and the environment. From this conception of territory, I 
consider the power of huacatay from a non-anthropocentric perspec-
tive. This means attempting to analyse the links and relationships, and 
what the plant itself provokes, suggests and affects. I seek to de-centre 
humans (Braidotti 2020) by relativising their point of view as the only 
existing or valid one. In this sense, the plant appears in a new way, ex-
pressing itself through its own languages and forms, allowing it to be 
interpreted in the territory it shares with humans and other species.

Huacatay (Tagetes minuta) is also known as chinchilla or suico. In 
some cases, unfortunately, it is confused with Mexican marigold (Tagetes 
erecta) (Visintin and Bernardello 2005). It is a plant native to South 
America, originating in the high Andean regions. It has been intro-
duced to different parts of the world and is considered invasive in many 
regions. In Bolivia and Peru, it is widely used both in medicine and 
gastronomy. Some specialised sources mention that outside the Andean 
region, it is difficult to find; however, it is known to have spread to many 
parts of the world. It is characterised by a strong aroma and a fresh 
taste, which is why it is used in the production of oils, perfumes and 
fragrances (Díaz-Cedillo et al. 2013, Visintin and Bernardello 2005). 
Some describe its flavour as a blend of basil, mint, lemon and tarragon 
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(Padín 2018). Medicinally, it has fungicidal, nematicidal (Perich et al. 
1995) and antibacterial properties. It benefits the liver, supports the 
digestive system and relieves stomach pains. Due to its lack of choles-
terol, it is highly recommended for diets. It also helps with bronchitis 
and general respiratory issues (Barbadillo 2022, Karimian, Kavoosi and 
Amirghofran 2014, Grados and Peláez 2012, Murga-Gutiérrez et al. 
2012). In the garden, huacatay acts as an ecological regulator thanks to 
its aromatic properties. Huacatay coexists well with other plant species, 
either sheltering in the shade of a Molle (Schinus Latifolius) or basking 
in the sun it loves so much. It thrives in good soil with abundant water 
and interacts with its neighbours, including chard, lettuce, squash and 
flowers in one corner, as well as lemon balm, oregano, lemon verbena 
and aloe vera in another. When I last visited in mid-August 2025, it was 
striking that there was almost no huacatay left in the garden. Winter 
takes this fragile herb away, but this is no problem for those who under-
stand the environment and plants. Huacatay has filled its surroundings 
with seeds and will soon grow back and regenerate, returning with its 
familiar aroma to provide companionship to humans and other-than-
humans in the ‘Wali Yapu’ garden. In fact, it is interesting that ‘Wali 
Yapu’ means ‘fertile land’ or ‘good garden’ in the Aymara language, as if 
the garden itself, the small territory where huacatay grows, were synony-
mous with regeneration and life, with the goodness of plants and their 
fertility as a source of health.

A revolutionary change to the healthcare system in Chile began 
in December 2023. By law, all healthcare facilities must uphold ‘the 
right of indigenous peoples to receive culturally appropriate health-
care’ (Decree 21, Ministry of Health, Chile). This right is the result of 
the adoption of ILO Convention 169 and a long process within the 
Chilean healthcare system. An intercultural approach to healthcare 
was first incorporated in 1996, and in 2000 the Ministry of Health es-
tablished the Special Programme for Health and Indigenous Peoples. 
This programme underwent modifications until 2021. The new decree 
states that, when defined by the intercultural health model, this right 
to culturally appropriate healthcare may be complemented by the use 
of practices, healing methods and traditional remedies and medicinal 
herbs, as appropriate, which should only be administered by indigenous 
healers or individuals validated for this purpose by their respective com-
munities (Article 3). The new decree requires indigenous participation 
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in intercultural health models, the employment of intercultural facilita-
tors, adequate infrastructure in healthcare facilities and technical and 
organisational adjustments. It is in this context that initiatives which 
began with personal and community efforts are finally being embraced 
by state institutions, changing the way a country approaches health.

METHODOLOGIES FOR ALTERNATIVE DESIGNS

To approach plant life, we have countless techniques and methodolo-
gies. However, not all of them enable the necessary ‘ontological turn’. 
Theoretically, progress has been made in seeking alternatives to exces-
sively human-centred philosophies – those that frame reality from and 
for the human perspective. The anthropocentrism present in these phi-
losophies and social theories is what new materialisms, posthumanisms, 
and other currents, such as vegetal geographies (Achondo 2025b, 2023, 
Lawrence 2022), seek to challenge or at least question. The exhaustion 
of the Anthropos and the ideology of Man (Braidotti 2020) urge new 
forms of knowledge, representation, and access to reality.

From the fields of design and geography, but also from the broader 
framework of space-time representation, the question arises about pos-
sible alternative designs. What spatial configurations would allow us to 
move beyond the exhaustion of the Anthropos? Or, put differently, what 
territorial designs would foster multispecies encounters and the flour-
ishing of life? How can we design from the non-human perspective?

It seems relatively clear that territorial design has not yet been fully 
considered from the perspective of all humans. Feminist, intersec-
tional and subaltern critiques (children, the elderly, the disabled) have 
highlighted the androcentric and modern bias (related to the subject) 
through which social, urban, and domestic spaces have been constructed 
(Ciocoletto et al. 2019, Rico and Segovia 2017).

It is believed that designing from other organisms – in this case, 
non-human organisms and, in particular, plants – could give rise to 
new life forms, multispecies relationships and other ways of inhabiting. 
These approaches would be new in the sense that they would respond to 
the current socio-environmental crisis. Living alongside plants is noth-
ing new; throughout human history, relationships of reciprocity, care 
and mutual learning have developed (Giraldo 2024). However, today’s 
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challenge is different. The task is not so much to return to ancestral 
forms of understanding and relationship but to design in hyper-techno-
logical and rapidly changing contexts from bodies other-than-human to 
create spaces of coexistence and wellbeing. The hypothesis is that plants 
are masters at this. Perhaps that is why French philosophers Deleuze 
and Guattari (2002) encouraged us to ‘follow the plants’ and to adopt a 
more rhizomatic approach.

According to this framework, ethnography emerges as one of the 
best methodological tools. Being with, spending time in and dedicating 
oneself to observation, field notes and in-situ knowledge offer alter-
native ways of approaching reality and phenomena. For this work, an 
ethnography was carried out in the hospital garden in Limache, dedi-
cating time and attention to observing, reflecting and listening to the 
life of the garden. 

The ethnography was accompanied by field notes, sketches, audio-
visual recordings and experiments with the huacatay plant itself. Some 
of the initial results are presented in this article to further explore the 
challenge of generating not only multispecies relationships, but also 
ways of thinking, feeling, understanding and interpreting reality outside 
the strictly human.

THE HUACATAY AT THE HOSPITAL

While working on a project about the climate crisis in the Aconcagua 
Basin (Climate Pluriverses), we started investigating the small acts of 
resistance and survival strategies employed by associations, communities 
and individuals. The basin has been severely affected by a mega-drought 
for several years now, with serious consequences for agriculture and 
livestock farming (Aldunce et al. 2025, Billi et al. 2023, Martínez et 
al. 2012). Additionally, the extractive regime in Chile and its socio-
environmental relations have been extensively researched (Uribe and 
Pánez 2022). In this context, local knowledge and territorialised prac-
tices are of great importance. Due to my previous research on plants, I 
started contacting people who work with herbs and health in the basin. 
Ultimately, we managed to arrange a meeting with six yerbateras. The 
meeting was fascinating, as we learned about their life stories and their 
connection with plants in their work as healers and in improving quality 
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of life. To encourage a multispecies conversation, we asked each yerba-
tera to bring their ‘companion plant’ to the meeting and share their story 
of love and connection with it. It was at that meeting that Silvia and I 
began our knowledge-sharing relationship.

Silvia Vega Valiente is a traditional Aymara educator, a hualichiri, 
which means ‘the one who remedies’. She is a member of the Pachakuti 
association, which has been active in the region since 2009. Silvia arrived 
in Limache from northern Chile in 1991. As an Aymara woman, and due 
to her family history and personal career and practices, she has a deep, 
ancestral connection to the land. However, she has also experienced re-
jection and discrimination at the hands of a country that has historically 
turned its back on its indigenous peoples (Oyarzo 2025, Correa 2021, 
Fuentes and Cea 2017, Zapata 2004). In the association, she works in 
intercultural education and health at the ‘Wali Yapu’ garden within the 
Santo Tomás Hospital in Limache (Figure 1). A team of people com-
mitted to health, nutrition and the life that the earth provides maintains 
and cares for the garden. They created the hospital garden in 2017 as part 
of a programme partly motivated by a desire to reclaim the space. The 
garden is run almost entirely by volunteers, who tend to it, maintain it, 
water it, clean it and work in it several days a week. Some of the volun-
teers were patients at the hospital and later benefited from the garden’s 
medicinal treatments. There is also a small meeting space and a kitchen 
where people can share meals. Various activities are organised from time 
to time, such as indigenous ceremonies, training workshops and discus-
sions on plants, health and indigenous worldviews.

As mentioned in the introduction, during the pandemic, a modular 
hospital was set up to expand capacity and services. In this context, 
hospital staff began to consult Silvia and the team. Nurses and doctors 
approached the intercultural medicine garden. According to Silvia, the 
main plant that attracted attention at that time was huacatay.

A staff member suffered from stomach issues and sought Silvia’s help. 
She recommended huacatay – a plant she had introduced and cultivated 
in the garden. After two hours, a group of men approached Silvia to ask 
what she had given him since he was feeling much better. After this 
event, Silvia’s role at the hospital changed. She began to provide care 
with the approval of the hospital director, establishing a more balanced 
relationship with Western allopathic medicine. ‘I want this for my staff ’, 
said the director at the time.

FIGURE 1. 
Santo Tomás Hospital from Limache and Wali Yapu Community Garden. 
Source: Google Earth and photographs by the author. Cartography by Juan 
Pablo Riveros.
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A multidisciplinary team was formed, working virtually when nec-
essary and in person when possible. Silvia became an ‘agricultural and 
family health agent’. With this title, she was officially recognised as an 
authority with full responsibility for working in health. Silvia identi-
fies herself as a peasant woman, coming from a family in the Azapa 
Valley dedicated to the land. Today, she receives patients referred from 
the hospital and provides treatment with her plants to restore health 
when possible. The garden is not only a resource for the hospital but is 
also open to the entire community.

After initial contact through WhatsApp, a long conversation took 
place in the garden. Accompanied by birdsong and nearby urban 
noise (Figure 2), Silvia shared her relationship with plants, especially 
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medicinal ones. For her, plants speak; they tell her what to do for dif-
ferent ailments. She mentioned that she has suffered from bronchial 
problems since the pandemic. After trying everything and consulting 
doctors, she preferred not to take pills. Finally, she found her remedy in 
the garden.

She recounted that one day, despite feeling unwell, she went to the 
garden, which she never stopped visiting even when sick. She noticed 
a plant growing abundantly that she didn’t recognise – it was mullein 
(Verbascum thapsus), known locally as ‘hierba del paño’. Curious about 
its presence, she consulted a friend, a Mapuche woman, over a video 
call. Her friend told her that the plant is common in the south and is 
used for coughs and bronchial issues. Reflecting on this, Silvia con-
cluded that, when there is a need, the earth offers the cure. Herbs are 
not simply in the land; they communicate with the land’s inhabitants, 
both human and non-human. Medicine surrounds those who inhabit 
the territory, forming part of it and offering wellbeing.

FIGURE 2. 
Talking with Silvia and the huacatay in the vegetable garden. 
Photograph by the author.
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FIGURES 3, 4 AND 5. 
The huacatay in the garden. Photographs by the author.
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At the end of 2024, a group of researchers held a meeting in La 
Giganta Park, located in San Felipe, a city in the Aconcagua river basin, 
which also includes Limache and the hospital where the huacatay is lo-
cated. During this event, which brought together several yerbateros from 
the basin, something interesting happened – it turned out that huacatay 
is not a well-known plant, nor is it commonly used by people outside 
the Andean region.

At the gathering, which we named Bailawen in honor of a cherished 
herb from the basin, each herbalist was invited to bring a plant with 
which they had a special connection – something that, for some reason, 
was a companion plant. Silvia brought two plants, one of which was 
huacatay. Cleverly, before introducing herself and her plant, she asked 
the other herbalists if they could identify it. To everyone’s surprise, the 
experienced and knowledgeable group of herbalists did not know what 
it was and even confused it with another plant.

Huacatay is an outsider plant in this basin – an introduced species 
that has been reterritorialised in these lowland areas of the Valparaíso 
region (Figures 3, 4, and 5). Even more intriguing: What is a huacatay 
doing in the backlot of a hospital? What has that huacatay done to the 
territory? Why does the foreign huacatay feel so comfortable in the low-
lands of Limache?

As mentioned above, the relationship between medical care in the 
hospital and medicinal plant practices in the garden is becoming more 
natural every day. This is not only due to Decree 21 of the Chilean 
Ministry of Health, but also because of what the patients tell us. One 
of them, who is now a volunteer in Silvia’s garden, says that he came to 
the hospital with a painful inguinal hernia. After a few sessions, he was 
referred to the garden to treat the stress, insomnia and anxiety caused 
by waiting for his surgery, as is now customary at the health centre. One 
of the plants that still helps him sleep better at night today, even after 
his operation, is lemon balm (Melissa officinalis). This is not an isolated 
case, as many patients are referred from the hospital to the garden. The 
recent ceremony of gratitude to the earth (Pachamama), led by Silvia 
and attended by hospital officials, authorities and community members, 
is an eloquent testimony to this (Figure 6).  

FIGURE 6. 
Aymara thanksgiving to Pachamama. 
Photograph by the author.
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HUACATAY AS A SUBJECT OF TERRITORIAL 
TRANSFORMATION

As mentioned above, the concept of ‘plant density’, which was devel-
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has a specific ‘density’ in its territory, determined by environmental 
conditions and relationships. This allows us to reflect on and deepen 
our understanding of the presence of huacatay. Relationships ‘densify’ 
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The sensory-related methodologies (Myers 2017) allow for a dif-
ferent approach to the territory and the plant life of the garden. In this 
sense, huacatay is not just a plant – even a plant with specific proper-
ties – but becomes an actant (Latour 2005) or a source of potential 
and intensity, as suggested by Deleuze and Guattari (2002). Huacatay 
does not just exist – it acts. And as a plant that can act, it influences 
its environment, transforming encounters. When these encounters are 
transformed, the entire territory is affected and reshaped by them.

Below is a series of images taken in the garden, highlighting the 
prominence of huacatay. Following other research (Achondo 2023), I am 
inclined to affirm that, among other things (aroma, colour, movements), 
the form of plants holds unexpected potential. Plants also communicate 
through their shapes (Coccia 2017). In other words, plants have agency 
in how they appear in space. Their expressiveness defines their potential. 
It’s clear that their forms include shades of colour, changes over time, 
ways of moving and releasing aromas into the environment, and reac-
tions to other stimuli (light, sun, wind, insects, humans).

Similarly, explorations involving sketches – always unfinished 
(Steane 2018) – drawings and interventions with huacatay have been 
conducted to become more familiar with the plant’s form and affec-
tive potential. These approaches – photographs (Figures 7 and 8) and 
drawings (Figures 9, 10, 11, and 12) – allow for a deeper understand-
ing of how huacatay expresses itself as a plant. They also open up new 
languages and ways of representing the human-plant relationship in the 
territory.

 FIGURES 7 AND 8. 
In conversation with the huacatay. 
Photographs by the author.
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Similarly, explorations involving sketches – always unfinished 
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conducted to become more familiar with the plant’s form and affec-
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drawings (Figures 9, 10, 11, and 12) – allow for a deeper understand-
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territory.

 FIGURES 7 AND 8. 
In conversation with the huacatay. 
Photographs by the author.
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FIGURES 9, 10, 11 AND 12. 
The hand that knows huacatay. 
Sketches by the author.
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DISCUSSION

Each plant communicates with each person uniquely. The relation-
ship with plants is territorialised rather than universal or abstract. Thus, 
the plant world requires tasting, testing, smelling and contemplating. 
Experience and practice are what allow for an understanding of the other 
languages of plants. Silvia’s story exemplifies this. However, the plant 
world – being pure extroversion (Coccia 2017) – is, in a way, offered to 
relationality with others, particularly with humans (Achondo 2023). In 
a sense, plants have returned, establishing themselves as new interlocu-
tors in the exploration of the future, alternative territorial designs and 
socio-environmental crises. Having been displaced by extensive botani-
cal and biological colonisation, they have returned with new languages, 
knowledges and epistemologies (Gagliano 2020, Gagliano et al. 2017). 

Silvia’s story reveals how she has faced discrimination throughout 
her life and how she has personally endured the effects of colonialism. 
Plants and the land have allowed her to resist and remain steadfast in 
her Andean worldview. The act of giving back to the earth holds a spe-
cial place in her ritual practice – a way of expressing gratitude, returning 
and giving back what has been received. For Silvia, thought is funda-
mental – not so much words, but the act of thinking when approaching 
plants. This thought is connected to her history, her family and her cul-
ture. All of this thinking accompanies her as she gathers, preserves, cares 
for and shares the plants.

It is important to recognise the counter-colonial dimension of 
huacatay in the garden: on the one hand, it resists being labeled as an 
‘invasive’ or ‘exotic’ plant, which can carry a pejorative connotation from 
certain conservationist and botanical perspectives. On the other hand, 
it resists as a companion to Silvia and her Andean worldview. The mere 
presence of the huacatay in the garden challenges purist visions of na-
ture and how it should be organised. Silvia reterritorialises the huacatay 
in its new location – a strange, non-native and exogenous place – so 
that the plant can flourish, reshaping the space and creating new rela-
tionships and human practices in the process. Together, Silvia and the 
huacatay resist colonialist views of both culture and botany. Plants and 
humans share this right to be, to exist and to live. This is also why the 
huacatay takes on such unusual relevance.
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In this sense, it is interesting to consider Graham Harman’s 
(2024) ‘immaterial’ reflections, according to which objects not only do 
things but are also something beyond what humans can comprehend. 
According to Harman (2024), a philosopher from the school of Object-
Oriented Ontology (OOO), objects are more than what they do and 
more than what they are composed of. Thus, huacatay is more than just 
a medicinal herb (for humans) and more than what we can describe in 
terms of classification and taxonomy (constructed by humans). This, I 
believe, is precisely what the huacatay in the garden is demonstrating: 
not only that it can heal, help and contribute to human health, but that, 
as huacatay (in itself ), it escapes any closed classification, surprises us 
with unexpected processes, and remains hidden from absolute human 
understanding.

Harman (2024) questions the principles of Latour’s actor-network 
theory, particularly its tendency to reduce things to their actions, con-
nections and relationships. According to the American philosopher, 
objects, things and people cannot be interpreted or reduced solely in 
terms of their relationships. They possess an ontological individuality. 
Harman (2024) argues that it is from this reality and its unassailable 
surplus that we generate links, stories and connections. Although this 
position is debatable, it seems important to approach huacatay as the 
plant that is territorialised in the garden – in that specific place and not 
another, alongside those particular plants and not others; in that specific 
hospital located within that basin and not another. At the same time, it 
is necessary to understand huacatay as an actant within a much broader 
network or web of correspondences (Ingold 2021). These correspond-
ences emerge as processes that change and evolve over time, modifying 
relationships through ongoing dialogues. In this sense, it is interesting 
to understand not only what happens between huacatay and Silvia, but 
also between that huacatay and other people involved in the life of the 
garden, as well as those who have come to know huacatay through the 
garden. A series of dialogues, connections and encounters unfolds in 
response – collectively shaping the territory and the territorialities that 
huacatay has been weaving. The focus on the subject should not overlook 
the importance of the relationships that subjects create. Without resort-
ing to metaphysical or essentialist positions, the huacatay in the garden 
and Silvia’s huacatay complement the huacatay to which I relate. They 
are all the same huacatay, and at the same time they continue to elude 
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total understanding because of their non-human nature: their existence 
as plant. The wider network of human and non-human agents in rela-
tion to the huacatay in the Hospital garden remains to be explored in 
greater depth. 

By focusing attention and reflection on the agency of the huacatay 
in the garden, a new dimension of space emerges. On one hand, there is 
the presence of a specific plant located in the here and now of a garden, 
which in turn is situated in a specific region of the Aconcagua basin, 
and so on. In other words, a territorialised perspective opens up new 
considerations about space. Put differently, it is the huacatay itself, as 
a reterritorialised plant, that acts within the space. Its rooted presence 
already functions as a focal point of territorial influences and effects. 
The huacatay in the garden distances humans from their anthropocen-
trism and anthropomorphism, because it has simply persisted in its life 
as a plant and has not allowed itself to be domesticated by language or 
human representation. Possibly because it is not a well-known plant in 
the region and, for a much more interesting reason that remains to be 
investigated, because of its adaptive capacity in terms of climate change. 
The huacatay of the Limache garden has come down from the heights of 
the Andes in northern Chile, acclimatised to a different climate and put 
down roots in a different land. More precisely, it came here, to Limache, 
and thanks to Silvia’s hands, it found a climate suitable for its regenera-
tion and life. The climate, in turn, as an actor, has allowed the mobility 
and reterritorialisation of this particular huacatay and its proliferation.

If we now focus on the relationships, there is no doubt that Silvia 
and her team are strong actants. Silvia has not only formed a connection 
with huacatay as a plant but with this particular huacatay – brought in 
and territorialized in a foreign space. Without knowing the plant’s po-
tential in that specific environment, huacatay did what it does by relying 
on this alliance with Silvia. In this way, the relationship reshaped Silvia’s 
actions and the significance of huacatay in the garden. Consequently, it 
also influenced the presence of the community garden at the hospital, 
the hospital itself and the relationships between healthcare profes-
sionals and the world of medicinal plants. The plant density of huacatay 
constitutes a focal point of attraction within the territory. 

Following Harman’s (2024) ideas, the huacatay-object is fragile – it 
depends on watering, care and sunlight. Its relevance (for humans) de-
pends on humans approaching it. The huacatay-as-object possesses its 
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own autonomous and fragile plant life. Perhaps with no particular inter-
est in the life of the hospital, the huacatay seeks to nourish itself through 
its roots and grow to reach its full potential as an herb. Its life will likely 
be short (a year or a bit more at most), and after that, it will only remain 
through regeneration via seeds (Figure 13) so that its plant life can con-
tinue. In this way, the presence of huacatay in the garden will endure. 
What is worth reflecting on is that the fragility of this plant-object 
transformed the territory and the life unfolding within it, even extend-
ing its potentialities far beyond. The symbioses (Harman 2024) that 
huacatay has facilitated help us understand that neither the garden, the 
hospital, nor Silvia are mere spectators of huacatay’s life – just as hua-
catay itself is not a passive agent, available for whatever may come. The 
symbioses – that is, the significant moments that the huacatay-object 
experienced, enabling broader transformative processes – are what truly 
matter and allow us to understand territorial dynamics more deeply and 
comprehensively.

The tension between Harman and Latour is interesting theoretically 
speaking because it has practical consequences. In the case of huacatay, 
it allows me to understand that the emotional, biocultural and bio-
graphical bond established between Silvia and the herb has outstanding 
strength and importance. They have been co-constituted in some way. 
But at the same time, it alerts me to return to the plant, isolated from its 
relationships, human and other-than-human, and try to explore what it 
itself suggests, communicates and establishes as a plant. It is a matter of 
invoking relationships without forgetting their total otherness.

The creative and exploratory exercises – based on drawings, sketches 
and images – allow for a deeper understanding of huacatay: its forms, 
shades, aromas and movements. But they also encourage speculation 
about its affective ecologies (Achondo 2026, 2023, Gil-Fournier 2022, 
Giraldo and Toro 2020, Weik von Mossner 2017, Gregg and Seigworth 
2010): the huacatay and the researcher resting together one morn-
ing; Silvia and her care for the plant; huacatay cut for medicinal use 
by humans; the huacatay garden organising cleaning and maintenance 
activities; huacatay seeds carefully stored in the ‘Wali Yapu’ facility; hua-
catay being ingested by humans suffering from pain or brewed into an 
infusion shared with Silvia (Figure 14); the wind swaying the plant’s 
pointed leaves; the soil sensing the growth of huacatay’s roots; and the 
small insects and birds approaching the plant. All of this and more 

FIGURE 13. 
Huacatay seeds. 
Photograph by the author.
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FIGURE 13. 
Huacatay seeds. 
Photograph by the author.

happens, at times, without human awareness – as an act of other-than-
human life that shapes territories, designing for the future, adapting to 
constant change, and seeking the flourishing and regeneration of life.

In the same way, drawings in particular allow for a representation 
of time and, therefore, a reflection on the temporalities present in the 
garden and linked to the life of the huacatay. As the researcher draws, 
things, feelings, gazes, events happen, marking what happens over time 
and capturing it in the sketch. Unlike a photograph or a ‘snapshot’ from 
a video, drawing – and the presence of the person drawing – becomes 
an important tool for narrating processes that unfold in space. In this 
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sense, some things became clear: the affection expressed in Silvia’s re-
lationship with huacatay (Figures 15 and 16) and the calmness of the 
plant-designed space – that is, the garden. Regarding this affective 
quality, it is interesting to highlight how the small territory located be-
hind the Limache Hospital generates a particular affective atmosphere 
(Moriceau 2020, Buser 2014, Anderson 2009).

While some authors emphasise human subjectivity in relation to 
the environment (Anderson 2009) and the potential for shared expe-
rience within a space (Buser 2014), it seems crucial to emphasise the 
non-human dimension in the creation of these atmospheres. In this 
context, the question concerns the huacatay plants present in the garden. 
It is precisely through being there – thinking territorially and learn-
ing with the hands that draw, or fail to draw – that one shares in the 
atmosphere of the garden. As shown (Figure 1), the hospital is located 
in an urban area with heavy traffic. It is not a quiet zone. While I was 
making the sketches, a group of children played and shouted nearby, 
and a group of volunteers chatted under a small shelter in the centre 
of the garden. Human noise and sounds were constant. Yet, the vegetal 
atmosphere – filled with scents (including the fresh, minty aroma of 
huacatay), shades (including the deep, dark green of huacatay) and forms 
(the dense branches and serrated leaves on the narrow, upright stems of 
huacatay) – shaped the environment, giving it a distinct character. I felt 
the calmness of the garden, like a kind of oasis of peace in the backlot of 
the hospital. I have no doubt that this was made possible by the vegetal 
action of a thoughtfully designed garden.

Giraldo (2024), in his beautiful essay on useful plants, states that 
‘plants are a model of existence’ (2014: 98). This assertion was precisely 
what I felt, perceived and observed while in the garden. My field notes 
from the last days of February 2025 recorded the ‘strength of huacatay’s 
proliferation in the garden – the presence of a plant that seemed, in a 
way, happy, vital, and healthy’. While walking through the small garden, 
huacatay caught my attention. Its presence and outward expression re-
vealed it to be a significant herb. Approaching it, spending time with it 
and getting to know it allowed me to rediscover the garden and the life 
of the plants within it – a way of existing, of being and becoming, as an 
alternative to the urban noise. Or rather, as a space and atmosphere of 
affects distinct from those saturated by the constant rhythms of human 
life, all too human.

FIGURE 14. 
Huacatay tea. 
Photograph by the author.



RESEARCH ARTICLES

sense, some things became clear: the affection expressed in Silvia’s re-
lationship with huacatay (Figures 15 and 16) and the calmness of the 
plant-designed space – that is, the garden. Regarding this affective 
quality, it is interesting to highlight how the small territory located be-
hind the Limache Hospital generates a particular affective atmosphere 
(Moriceau 2020, Buser 2014, Anderson 2009).

While some authors emphasise human subjectivity in relation to 
the environment (Anderson 2009) and the potential for shared expe-
rience within a space (Buser 2014), it seems crucial to emphasise the 
non-human dimension in the creation of these atmospheres. In this 
context, the question concerns the huacatay plants present in the garden. 
It is precisely through being there – thinking territorially and learn-
ing with the hands that draw, or fail to draw – that one shares in the 
atmosphere of the garden. As shown (Figure 1), the hospital is located 
in an urban area with heavy traffic. It is not a quiet zone. While I was 
making the sketches, a group of children played and shouted nearby, 
and a group of volunteers chatted under a small shelter in the centre 
of the garden. Human noise and sounds were constant. Yet, the vegetal 
atmosphere – filled with scents (including the fresh, minty aroma of 
huacatay), shades (including the deep, dark green of huacatay) and forms 
(the dense branches and serrated leaves on the narrow, upright stems of 
huacatay) – shaped the environment, giving it a distinct character. I felt 
the calmness of the garden, like a kind of oasis of peace in the backlot of 
the hospital. I have no doubt that this was made possible by the vegetal 
action of a thoughtfully designed garden.

Giraldo (2024), in his beautiful essay on useful plants, states that 
‘plants are a model of existence’ (2014: 98). This assertion was precisely 
what I felt, perceived and observed while in the garden. My field notes 
from the last days of February 2025 recorded the ‘strength of huacatay’s 
proliferation in the garden – the presence of a plant that seemed, in a 
way, happy, vital, and healthy’. While walking through the small garden, 
huacatay caught my attention. Its presence and outward expression re-
vealed it to be a significant herb. Approaching it, spending time with it 
and getting to know it allowed me to rediscover the garden and the life 
of the plants within it – a way of existing, of being and becoming, as an 
alternative to the urban noise. Or rather, as a space and atmosphere of 
affects distinct from those saturated by the constant rhythms of human 
life, all too human.

FIGURE 14. 
Huacatay tea. 
Photograph by the author.



ACHONDO MOYA

	 Plant Perspectives 

CONCLUSION

Designing alternative territories for habitable futures involves re-
thinking the role of plants. It requires reinterpreting their agencies, 
potentialities and modes of existence (Despret 2021). Huacatay, as both 
a medicinal herb and a reterritorialised plant in the community garden, 
has generated a network of concrete relationships connected to people 

FIGURES 15 AND 16. 
Tenderness in the 
vegetable garden. 
Photographs by the 
author.
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seeking relief from ailments, the institutional structure of Western med-
icine represented by the hospital, the plant life of the garden and a series 
of other connections, including those explored in this research and the 
knowledge of the yerbateros from the Aconcagua River basin.

Who designs? Who designs what and for whom? Who is in control? 
Who claims to hold the power? Those are interesting and relevant ques-
tions. It is not huacatay that designs the garden, but it shapes it through 
its regeneration, growth, changes and movements. Along with the other 
plant varieties, plant life is creating a new territory behind the hospital, 
not only giving rise to new languages and expanding the imagination 
(Marder and Aloi 2023). Furthermore, it shapes relationships and affects 
people. Therefore, each plant, and the network of territorialised plants 
as a whole, configures particular territories and redesigns space, offering 
an alternative way of living. That is, it gives shape and meaning to rela-
tionships between humans and between humans and the plant world. 
In some sense, huacatay has even shaped part of Silvia’s life. Huacatay 
accomplishes this beyond its biocultural history (where it comes from 
and how it has been interpreted by Andean culture) through its new 
territorialisation in Limache. Its life as a plant asserts itself through 
what it does, what it can do and what it is. Even in the absence of hua-
catay, while waiting for it to reappear in the garden, Silvia and huacatay 
together form a territory, establishing a dynamic, symbolic, emotional 
and therapeutic-nutritional relationship.

This approach could certainly apply to other plants; however, the 
huacatay at the hospital holds special significance because of its history 
of reterritorialisation, its connection with Silvia and its foreign iden-
tity. Allowing plants to design space is a key task for the emergence 
of new, non-anthropocentric territories, even when these territories are 
projected by and for humans. Plant life, often underestimated – espe-
cially when we speak of herbs and small plants – reveals an unexpected 
potential. Giving space to their dynamics, processes and ways of ap-
pearing could be a promising path in the context of an environmental 
crisis. This is one of the key lessons of the Limache huacatay. After all, 
‘Wali Yapu’, as mentioned earlier, means ‘fertile land’ or ‘good garden’ 
in Aymara language. That small patch of land would not be as fertile 
without the presence of huacatay, nor would many of the relationships 
that people have established with the plant, the garden and their lives 
in the territory.
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